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     May 7, 2023 †  Fifth Sunday of Easter   

       Parish Mission Statement 
 

We are the Church, alive with Christ, a diverse community root-
ed in faith, celebrating a liturgy of life. We are prayerfully re-

sponsive to the Spirit of the living Gospel, freely and fully  
ministering to all. 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday - 4:30 PM   Sunday - 8:15 AM - 10 AM - 12 Noon   

 
 Weekdays & Saturdays - 9 AM 

 
Holy Day Eve - 7:00 PM    Holy Day - 9 AM - 7:00 PM 

                                          (Call Office to verify Mass  times) 
 

Church Office Hours: Monday through Friday, from 8:00 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. 
 
RECONCILIATION:   Saturday 3:15--4PM  

8404 CASS AVENUE  
DARIEN, ILLINOIS  60561 

Parish Phone Number: 630-852-3303 
Religious Educa on Phone Number:  630-963-3053 

 PARISH STAFF 
Rev. Jeff Smialek, O.Carm., Pastor 

frjeff@ourladyofmtcarmel.org 
Rev. Greg Houck, O.Carm., Parochial Vicar 

frgreg@ourladyofmtcarmel.org 
Rev. Robert Carroll, O. Carm., Ph.D. 

Priest In residence 
Deacon Ed Ptacek 

littlebirdfarm@hotmail.com 
Deacon Guadalupe Villarreal 

dcnlupe@ourladyofmtcarmel.org 
Sherry L. Rochford, Director, Children’s Faith 

Formation 
sherry.rochford@ourladyofmtcarmel.org 

Stephanie Rawls, Director, Youth Ministry 
stephanie.rawls@ourladyofmtcarmel.org 

Lori Prado, Youth Ministry 
lori.prado@ourladyofmtcarmel.org 

Cathy Lentz, Director, Adult Faith Formation 
catharine.lentz@ourladyofmtcarmel.org 

Susan Haa, Parish Receptionist, Bulletin Editor 
receptionist@ourladyofmtcarmel.org 
John Hawkins, Business Manager 

john@jmhawkins.com 
Val Kazich, Admin Asst., Registrar, Religious 

Education 
val.kazich@ourladyofmtcarmel.org 
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      May 7, 2023 
     I have been blessed with a pretty good sense of direction. I 
can usually determine north, south, east and west naturally. 
Maps and the landscape have always been an interest of mine, 
so much so that I majored in geography in college and earned a 
master’s degree in geography. So, I don’t get lost easily. I do 
recall one incident when I was really little, maybe 5 or 6 years 
old in a store where I got separated from my mom. I panicked. 
Fortunately, a kind employee found me and started the PA an-

nouncements of  “attention shoppers, we have a little lost boy.” My mother was so embarrassed to 
admit that she was the negligent parent who lost her child. I got to tease her about it all through 
adulthood. Jesus in today’s Gospel tells his disciples that they know the way. Thomas speaks up 
saying that they don’t know where is going, how can they know the way? We can often feel like 
that in life. We can feel lost and bewildered. We can feel hopeless and alone. We can lose our way 
sometimes. In those moments it can hard to see where Christ is in our lives. We can be like Philip 
and want to exclaim, “show us the Father.” Jesus told them and he tells us as well, “I am the way 
and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” Jesus is the way that we 
are all seeking and the answer to the deepest questions and longings of our souls. I hope and pray 
that we each keep seeking the way to the Father and deepening our relationship with the Lord. 
     I am glad to share the handicap doors are finally working. It took a few weeks longer than ex-
pected. Now, both the outer doors and the wooden inner doors will open and both sides of the doors 
will open. I hope this makes a positive improvement for parishioners who require assistance. I am 
also really glad to share that the new sound system has been installed. I am sure that it will make a 
significant improvement in sound quality. It will take time for us to work the kinks out and learn 
how to fully utilize the new technology. This includes the hearing assistance that will allow people 
to connect hearing aids directly into the system. More on how to do things like that as soon as I 
learn myself. Thanks for your understanding. 
 

Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Pray for us.  
 

                                                                                                           F. Jef  
READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

Sunday: Acts 6:1-7/Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19 (22)/1 Pt 2:4-9/Jn 14:1-12 

Monday: Acts 14:5-18/Ps 115:1-2, 3-4, 15-16/Jn 14:21-26 

Tuesday: Acts 14:19-28/Ps 145:10-11, 12-13ab, 21/Jn 14:27-31a 

Wednesday: Acts 15:1-6/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4ab, 4cd-5/Jn 15:1-8 

Thursday: Acts 15:7-21/Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 10/Jn 15:9-11 

Friday: Acts 15:22-31/Ps 57:8-9, 10 and 12/Jn 15:12-17 

Saturday: Acts 16:1-10/Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 5/Jn 15:18-21 



 

Page Three                                                                                                                                                       May 7, 2023  

Cathy’s Corner—  The Roadmap to the Most High 
The disciples knew Jesus was describing for them what we think of as heaven, the spiritual dwelling place of the Most High 
wherein the angelic hosts forever sing praise and thanksgiving to God. As comforting as it probably was to hear that Jesus 
was going there to prepare a place for them, the practical Thomas was understandably concerned that they had no idea 
how to actually get there. After all, Jesus was not handing over a roadmap made of papyrus inscribed with secret details of 
heavenly geography. He was just offering this cryptic pronouncement that they, in fact, knew the way. His follow-up state-
ment that he is the way and the truth and the life likely did not clarify the directions for them. In fact, Jesus was discussing 
this with them as part of the Last Supper discourse and afterwards, when Jesus was arrested and condemned to death, 
they did not stay around to decipher what he had meant. They scattered and they hid.  
 
But when God raised Jesus from the dead, as Paul was explaining to those in the synagogue in Antioch, Jesus did not leave 
them to their confusion and despair. He did not leave them to believe he had abandoned them forever without telling them 
how to find him. He appeared for many days to those same disciples, and others as well, while they were making their way 
back into a life without him. And they realized with great joy the good news that Jesus was himself the roadmap, just as he 
had already said. They realized that the promise made by God to their ancestors to raise up for them the Messiah had been 
fulfilled in Jesus. They realized that Jesus is the Way.  
 
Indeed, when Paul was still breathing murderous threats against the disciples of the risen Lord, that is the name they had 
given to themselves, those who belonged to the Way. Because following Jesus is a way of life, not a handbook of guidelines 
that can be picked up and put back down as the mood strikes. It is adherence to a path that is the Lord, the truth that leads 
to life for all of God’s creation, from which neither societal scorn nor financial forfeit can sway us. It is the Way that brings 
us to the dwelling place of peace and joy that exists only in the Most High, prepared for those who share that peace and joy 
with all they meet. Even in our own deepest confusion and despair, we have in our grasp that roadmap. And all it takes to 
get there is to realize that, in Jesus, we already are.  
Acts 13:26-33; Ps 2:6-7, 8-9, 10-11ab; Jn 14:1-6 

 

Contact Cathy Lentz for more info at 
630-852-3303 ext. 5 or cath-

arine.lentz@ourladyofmtcarmel.org 

Questioning your faith? 
Feeling spiritual but not religious? 
Not sure where the church fits in your life? 

Let’s talk about it! 
Mondays from 7 to 8:30 pm 

May 8 through June 19  
NO RSVP NECESSARY 
ALL ARE WELCOME! 

 
 Caring for a loved one is rewarding, BUT it is not al-

ways easy.  
Family caregivers need information, strength and 

connection during the caregiver journey.  
Let us provide that for you, all with a Christ-centered 

view.  
NEXT MEETING: MAY 13 8:30 am to 10:00 am at Our 

Lady of Peace  
Thrive. Empower. Advance.     
 Cathy Lentz 630-852-3303     
 catharine.lentz@ourladyofmtcarmel.org   
 OR Kellie Moore630-323-4392    

 ALL ARE WELCOME!               kmoore@olopdarien.org for more informa on  

Our Lady of  Peace  with 

Our Lady of  Mount Carmel 
invite you to be Nourished in 

your caregiving ministry 
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Alleluia, Donut Day is back Sunday, 
May 7.   
 
Enjoy a donut after Mass 
with your parish family.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Catholic Grandparents Ministry will 
meet on Friday, May 12.   Please join us as 
we honor our Blessed Mother during the 
month of May.  We will meet in the out-

door Gazebo (on the Carmelite grounds) 
at 9:30 a.m.  This will be followed by a 

luncheon, all are welcome!    
 

For more information, please email: 
catholicgrandparentsolmc@gmail.com  

Next meeting May 17 
Together in Loss meets at a new time on a new day 

This grief support ministry is for anyone who has suffered a loss 
Join us the third WEDNESDAY of the month  

from 6:30 to 8:00 pm 
No RSVP necessary and no commitment required 

 
 Contact Cathy Lentz for more information at catharine.lentz@ourladyofmtcarmel.org  

or 630-852-3303 ext 5 

Bringing comfort and light through   
 compassionate support 

We are excited to invite all parishioners with wedding 
anniversaries in 2023 for 10, 25, and 50 yrs. and 
above to the 2023 Wedding Anniversary Mass, cele-
brated by Bishop Ronald Hicks! The Anniversary 
Mass will be celebrated at the Ca-
thedral of St Raymond in Joliet at 
2pm on August 27, 2023. 
 
Please respond to jeli-
as@dioceseofjoliet.org by May 19th  
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 RE News… 
RE Packets for 2023-2024 are available now. Please 

check with the RE office for your packet.   
We will still celebrate Family Masses on the third 

Sunday of every month. Our next Mass is May 21 at 
10:00 AM. I am looking for readers, gift bearers and 

usher assistants. If you would like your family to 
participate, please contact the RE office ASAP-

Parents, you may read together with your child! 

Upcoming	Dates	
	

SAVE THE DATE! 
Our Vacation Bible School will happen on the week of 
July 10-14 from 12:00-3:00 PM each day, with a cele-
bration and Ice Cream Social on Friday, July 14 at 3:00. 
The theme this year is STELLAR: an outer space odyssey 
where we learn how to Shine Jesus’ Light.  
We are still looking for helpers and leaders for stations 
and small groups. We would like to keep each group to  
6 young participants, with 1-2 Jr. Leaders (Grades 5-7), 
and one Adult Leader, or 2 High School Leaders.  We 
also need station leaders.  
 

FAITH PATHWAYS for Adults  
with Special Needs 

 

Questions of the Week: 
Question for Children: What are some ways that 
you can act like Jesus would if he were in your 
situation? 
Question for Youth: Jesus is “the way, the truth, 
the life” and he asks us to do as he does. How do 
you try to follow Jesus’ way? 
Question for Adults: How are the promises of this 
Gospel passage made real in your own life? How 
do you experience yourself doing greater works 
than even Jesus did? 
 

First Communion Updates 
Practices for First Communion begin May 1st at 
6:30-All readers should be present as you will re-
ceive your reading for the Celebration.  
Other Practices: 
Readers: 
Monday, May 8 & 15 6:30 PM 
Friday, May 19 at 6:15 PM 
Gift Bearers, Banner Carriers, and Altar Servers: 
Monday, May 15 7:00 PM 
Friday, May 19 at 6:30 PM 
 
PRACTICE FOR EVERYONE on FRIDAY, MAY 19 
at 7:00 PM.  
 
Sign up now for your pictures! with  
Soriano Photography! She will be taking portraits 
on the day of First Communion, as well as captur-
ing your child’s reception of the Eucharist with Fr. 
Jeff. She will also provide a link for the video.  
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Mary Anne Trochim     James Curley 
Julie Ann Lacey Barb Schunk 
Kim Hoover  Loren Davis  
Jeanette Seebock      Nancy Kososki  
Gentle Cabrera  Bridget Gallmeier Raineri 
Nancy Jisisju           Kevin & Jenne Gallmeier 
Bill Haran  Susan Nugent  
Evelyn Swartz  Abby Grace McCarver 
Jean & Mark Boyd      Allen Raineri    
Jamie Carpenter            Diana Clohecy          
   
 
   

            
   
  ENS Allison Early, NAVY 
 CPO Michael Early, USMC 
          Elliot Broccardo, USMC                                      

Sgt. Ryan Thomas Lavine, Army Lindsey Johnson  
SPC Jonathan Poynton                Diahann Bavan 
Joe Barker         Ronan Randy S. BA.SAT-U.S.Navy                 
Sgt. J. Bartlett Pvt.    Derek McCarthy 
Cpl. Joseph Belgis, USMC  Joe Michalski 
Wayne R. Zefeldt, Army                 Steve Baker, Lt  
S. Sgt. Michael Mullahy  Luke Fluder           
Ryan Pertile, Army   Pfc Drew Hillebold, Army 
Major Thomas Bessler  Vincent Napoli, USMC 
Mike Noonan   Nikolas Horskey, Army 
Adam Kowalski, Army  Lt. Col Jason O’Neil, USMC 
Capt. James Lucas US Army  Capt. Tim Wilson 
Sgt. Greg Burnett   Rachael  Smith 
Sgt. Meghan Callham, USMC  Kevin Pope 
Ron Caruso Jr.   Dave Rawlings 
Specialist Drew Stocks  LCpl Daniel Holakovsky, USMC 
Christine Christensen, USAF  Tom Reiter 
Lt. Joseph A Vacek, USMC         Nathaniel Rozgo 
Colin Cusack   Robert DeMatio  
Michael Sklodowski, Army  Frank Andrew McKenna, Navy 
Nick Radziwon, US Navy                       Captain Jackson Panice 
Gwen Zemaitis Baker  Ryan Snyder                 
James Lucas US Army  Capt. James Lienau 
Capt. Melissa Sprague  Sgt. Kevin Gallmeier Jr. 
Capt. Mark Sprague  Pat Gill Petty Officer 
Zach Wallace   Brian Sheenhan, Army  
James Chipman   Joseph Higgins 
Keith Thomas   Gary Hogan  
L.C. David Treadwell  Kevin Hornett 
Timothy Vaughn, USAF  Dan Eugene Bavan 
Zachary Bell   Dan Welters 
Christopher Johnson USCG  Alex Erkiens 
Sgt. Eric Kuchta, Army            Capt. Michael K. Desmond, Jr., USMC      
Pvt  Dylan R. Hagan                   1st Lt. Mark Marten, US Army        
Danielle Monahan SrA  Ted Cook  
  
   

 Mass Intentions for the Week 
Saturday, May 6, 2023 
4:30PM Josephine Rycyzyn (Family)       
Victoria Knafl (Family) 
Marie Frances Hagarty (Friends)                                                  
Sunday,  May 7, 2023  
8:15AM Maria & Nicola Rocco (Nick Rocco) 
Helen & Robert Sayre (Rita Thompson) 
10:00AM Phil Scheussler (Kathleen Ochs Family) 
Michael Sislow Jr. –7th anniv (Mom & Jerry) 
NOON  Marlene Carioto (Daughter) 
Archangela & Lorraine Storino (Family) 
Geraldine Dellamorte-10th anniv (Family)                                   
Monday,  May 8, 2023 
9:00AM Irene Peterson-living (Dorothy & John Gay)                 
Tuesday,  May 9, 2023 
9:00AM Parishioners of OLMC 
Wednesday, May 10, 2023 
9:00AM Simone-living (Family) 
Marian Wieczorek (Frank & Fran Modelski) 
Thursday, May 11, 2023 
9:00AM Eleanor Czachor (Donatello Family) 
Margaret H. Cukale (Family) 
Friday,  May 12, 2023 
9:00AM Parishioners of OLMC  
Saturday, May 13, 2023 
9:00AM Jose Macairan (Wife) 

Rosary Group 
Every Wednesday 

7PM 
In the Chapel 


